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1. bether God be a Sue Being. 


tor 
Kindly: created with a capa» 
the divine favour, is 
0 inccement to 
| ot legte oi has, I imagine, a very 
extenſive 8 Loud moral con- 
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duct: we may 
of real holineſs, wether rag N 
| bondanty (>= 2 in the Work 9 weaned 1 
providence gt Our growing after piety 
— holineſs hawld unhappi — dog org 
any intervening 
ing the end; our perſuit of the mans a of co 
quence become faint and languid ;: for the love 
regular perſuit of any medium will always 2 
portionate to the ſuppoſed value of the end, a 
prob of obtaining it; ſo that in the very ſame 
egree, . — the —_— of obtaining the love 
5 ; the end of 1 
pears weale or ſtrong, in th: t very degtee will 
2 holineſs, as a mean to that 
vail or not prevail with every teaſonable 
geen prin; 65 for inflance, if I 1 ſhould idna- 
gine it-impoſiible for any to obtain the divine favour 
2 — all the arguments imaginable, to 
Ry me to the practice of holineſs, dran from 
of the divine apptobation, muſt neceſ- 
i fall -having any influence upon me: Again, 
11 — think. irpoſbble for ſome to obtain the di- 
"Tine 7 not e T might ——_— 


tain ſome hopes, that 1 might be one of that happy 
number; and my hopes, if built on a rational foun- 
dation, would be ſtronger or weaker, and my en- 
deavours after holineſs, if that be ſuppoſed the mean 
of obtaining it; more or leſs vigorous, in proportion 
to the number df perſons, to whom J imagined, 
there was this poſſibility : But, if T am fully per- 
ſuaded, that God is not willing: chat any ſhould 
periſh, but would have all Nen to be ſaved, in the 
way of holineſs; then, my hopes, and endeavours 
after holineſs are no Jonger unhappily crampt by any 
reftraint-whatſoever 5 but, I have all poſſible encou- 
ragement to endeavour to approve myſelf to my 
Maker, in the way pre ſeribed by him. 
And, as it is on this confideration alone, viz. 
That every ſinterely pious ſoul may reaſonably 
6 _ the divine favour, and the exquiſite happr- 
6 of the future"everlaſting ſtate, in the way of 
+ holineſs,* that all Chriffans canreaſonably think 
themſelves DT TOE pleaſe God by a 
pions conduct, I ſhall attempt in this Eſſay to prove, 
Hrſt, That God ſincerely deſires the ſalvation and 
and happineſs of all: manleind; ant 
N nar „That, as he ſincerely:Uefires the falvatio 
and happineſs: of the whole human race, he kindly 
affords ſufficient means for that purpoſ ' © 
Fin, Then I am to prove, that the divine 
fincerely- deſires the: ſaſvation and happineſs of all 
'mankind: :: Now, if God be a good Being, a8 bis 
worka, I think; ſufficiently evince hes q and as ab- 
ſolute! perfection neceffarily requires he ſhduld he; 
"there will be no-difficulcy in the proof of this pro- 
poſition; for his very bringing us into exiſtence, and 
eſpecially as he has render d us capable of immorta- 
lity, . a ſtrong | indication of his ſmeere deſire of 
our falvation and happineſs; for; as le 3 
no acceſſion of happineſs from any creatures heſhould 
make, being perfectly happy in himſelf from all 
(1163 5 eternity; 
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eternity; what could he 85 as a good being; | 
by bringing us "reaſonable beings into exiſtence, if 
not to render us capable of enjoying degrees of hap- 
pineſs, which, — we ſhould have on 
— of? Beides, not to be pleaſed with the 
happineſs, but to delight in the preſent, momentary 
miſery of meer Animals, is univerſally perhaps ac- 
counted cruel and inhuman by every individual of 
the human race; how highly pleaſed therefore, to 
| ſpeak after the manner of men, muſt an all- perfect 
by neceſſarily be, with every degree of happineſs 
es take place in his vaſt creation, and at what 
4 infinite diſtance, from having the leaſt pleaſure, 
either, in the preſent, or future miſery of any of 
his reaſonable- creatures! Thus far unaſſiſted an 
will evidently carry us in the proof of this point, 
and revelation is — and full; all thoſe paſſages 
which repreſent the almighty as loving tbe .— | 
and hating the. wicked; and Thich declare, that zbe 
upright are bis delig bt ; that, the: ri who fleep 
in the duſt of the — ſhall awake-t0 everlaſtin life, 
whilſt the wicted hall awake to ſhame and 
c „ and be turned into bell with all the nations 
that forget God, are ſo many plain intimations in fa- 
vour of this great truth; for, if he loves righteouſ- 
neſs, and hates iniquity, . he muſt, conſequently, 
will or deſire that all be righteous "becauſe, every 
reaſonable being ſcems naturally to deſire, that thoſe 
virtues, which he himſelf loves and lives in the 
practice of, may prevail in others, and diffuſe their 
benign influence, in as extenſive a manner as poſ- 
ſible 3 accordingly we are informed, that our ſandti- 
fication. is the willof God, 1 Tbeſſ. iv. 3z And, whom 
ſhould an all-perfe& being delight to honour with 
ent favour, or future happineſs, but thoſe whom 
his unerring wiſdom, and — rectitude direct to 
love? or, whom ſhould he for ever exclude his bliſs · 
ful B but whom * 
| 2 d 
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that as the divine being loves the rightequs, and 
. — 
to raiſe only the righteous, of grown perſons, to ever- 
laſting life, we need deſire no plainer proof, that he 
ſincerely dem eee, Jann, ſuch de 4 
clarations. {37 2675 

Of the fame: bh — and 
full, are all thoſe ſcriptures, which affure vs, that 
H. nar grieve the children of 
| it is for our profit that 

be bas no pleaſure in the death of finners ;, is not 4vil- 
3 r oo 
pent, come 10 . 8 of tbe. tut e ſaved; 
and, that, as an inſtance . — 2. 400r love to 
aua, — * 
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ſincerely deſires the ſalyation and happineſs of all 
mankind, he kindly ard ee for that 
purpoſe. - And 
ft, If Gad be «(juſt and.righteous Beiog, it will 
of conſequence. follow, that, as he has brought us 
into exiſtence withaut our knowledge or conſent, 
and made us capable of exquiſite and eternal happi- 
neſa, or durable and exquiſite miſery in a future 
ſtate, and aſũgn d us a rule of conduct, on the ob- 
ſervation or neglect of which we are to be acquited 
or condemned, the rectitude of his nature will 
prompt him to give us that power and thoſe af- 
ſiſtances, without which it is impoſſible for us to 
le up to that rule ; for an impoſſible condition is 
no condition * the difference between a 
Princes abſolutely condemning a malefactor, and 
his giving him to under ſtand, that unleſs, he imme- 
diately remove a mountain from the place here it 
ſtands at to another at a canfiderable di- 
ſtance, he certainly die? and fu 
factor had been innocent, as is 7 our caſe be- 
fore we have done good or evil, where would have 
been the juſtice, not to mention 5 e 
mercy, of ſuch a procedure? 
For, tho any other being may lawfully do me 
good, whether I will or no, provided, in ſo doing. 
he neither injures himſelf, or any other being; yet 
no I imagine, has any right to do me hurt, 
unleſs I have deſerved it at his hands, even though 
I ſhould conſent to ſuffer ſuch a treatment, (becauſe 
ſuch a conſent, unleſs on account: of a greater good, 
would be to act againſt the law of my make, and ſo 
not within my lawful power to grant) and much leſs 
could he lawfully' do it, without my conſent; and 
Hall nas the judge of all the earth do right I then 
. requires all men to yield a ſincere 
law they are under, and will ac- 


cept or — — have obey d or Wr 
* | is 
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this reſpect; and a capacity to obſerve the preſcribed 
law. is only to be had BG him; jaſtice ſeems to re- 
= thar, as he brought them 1nto being withour 
their knowledge or conſent; he ſhould pur every.in- 
dividual of the human race; into a capacity of yield- 
ing the required obedience, otherwiſe their non obe- 
dience would lie at his door, and nat at theirs; be- 
cauſe it was impoſſible they ſhould yield the re- 
quired obedience, without that help, which he alone 
could give, but would not: the contrary ſuppoſition 
would repreſent the divine being as the cruel occa- 
ſion of millions of ſouls being brought into this 
world, who, had they been permitted to know 
the circumſtances in which they were to be plac'd, 
would have juſtly rejected, with the utmoſt deteſta- 
tion, the inſulting propoſal of exiſtence, could any 
being have had face enough to make one; for what 
reaſonable, thinking creature would ever chooſe an 
exiſtence infinitely worſe than no exiſtence at all? 
As therefore, to bring creatures into being, with- 
out their knowledge or conſent,” capable of the hap- 
pineſs or miſery of the future ſtate, and to leave them 
under the inevitable neceſſity of being miſerable, is 
the higheſt injuſtice to thoſe creatures, but God who 
is the judge of all the earth will do vight'; we are ſure, 
that God, who has brought us into being without 
our knowledge or. conſent, and rendered us capable 
of the happineſs or miſery of the future ſtate, has 
not left any of his reaſonable creatures in this dep 
rable condition, but gracioully affords ſufficient 
means for their obtaining the future happineſs ; Nor 
had any, perhaps ever talk'd of God's giving com- 
mon grace to all, but not ſpecial, ſufficient; but not 
effetual ; had they duly conſider'd, that the word 
grace is of the fame import with favour; and is never 
perhaps once uſed, either by ſacred or profane au- 
thors, for any thing but what is favour z for they 
would then eaſily have perceiv'd the * 
. ty, 
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ceſſity, either, of allowing a fufficiency of means for 
the ſalvation and happineſs of all mankind, or, of 
* the uſe of the word grace, with reſpect to 
thoſe, for whom ſuch a ſufficieney is not provided; 
for, if grace be favour, then by the grace of God to 
ſinners, with reſpect to their ſalvation, nothing leſs 
can be underſtood, than ſomething, which, if duly 
improv'd, would actually terminate in their ſalva- 
= tion; for, if mears ſhould be granted ſinners, which 
care ſo far from being capable of being improv'd to 
che valuable purpoſe of 7 5 happineſs, that they 
can only aggravate their condemnation, thoſe means, 
of what nature ſoever, would be ſo far from being 
worthy the name of favour, and ſo foreign from the 
nature of it, that it will, perÞiaps, be no ſmall dif- 
= ficulty"to'find a name ER rin ar by which'to ex- 
press the cruelty intended by them; and if the of- 
fered grace be ſuppoſed ſufficient, it certainly may be 
uh x. duly improved, otherwiſe it cannot be 
own e eee 
zuhy. Tho the divine being had made no decla- 
rations in this reſpect, yet as he is an all. perfeũ being; 
we muſt neceſſarily have ſuppoſed him to be good 
and gracious ; for, if the moſt abſolute and unli- 
mited power, we can form an idea of, would never 
render that man perfectly amiable, who refuſed to 
conſult the good of his fellow creatures, but rack'd, 
deftroy*d' and made miſerable a great part of thoſe, 
who were W placed within the verge of his 
power. "Big (though - the diſmal effects of ſuch a law- 
els power could only affect the preſent, momentary 
ſtate of things)" we ſhould be apt, gb pomp 
all his greatneſa, juſtly to deſpiſe him, as the (greateſt 
of monſters, inſtead of eſteeming him as the moſt 
perfect of men how.] much more would ſuch a 
treatment of m ions of mankind, with reſpect to 
their eternal ſti, abundantly juſtify our entertain- 
ing ſuck thoughts of the author of it! but, though 
we 
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perform: the. duty 2 0 requircs 
of them, to, have abfolucely fron from, all cter- 
and 88 der part of mankind. 80 everlaſting 
 milery,, by r leaving them upder vs inevi- 
le; incapacity of being fared can bee ſaid 
to be, gracious and rei who created; millions of 
ſouls.far-no;other PR with reſet (9:efernity, 
thay, Be hy to ſuffer he exquilite A= 
it? if ſuch a treatment can be ca .ervifed, we 
ſhall: lat the utmoſt; loſs to know what is dr ba- 
rows 41 oro's: famed cruelty, who ſet Ren on fire, 
and, getting on an hill laughed e es 
| 20, S0 bee ar being of awer and 
. is un ing rareclty 
truth, cangot ſay and unfay, affrm and deny, 
things remaining. in che Ame cireum ſtanees i for 
a contra adiction can never; he true in 
their oppolite ſenſe ; if it beguſtly — tn; ren 
ſiſtent with che chamcter of an honeſt . — 
ingly. to act double, ch an imputatiom miſt = 
1 be et the ptmoſt diſtance of being; Oapable of 
apply'd to the hs rut, how vg are ex- 
pro 7 Fred, is faithful ang came E,, 
f therefore we 5 inſormed in the lagrey Oracles, 
chat Gad ders, not willingly Mat ar grir%e hyxcbileren 
nen, but, if he daes, e Det rhabizes them 
9 That by defres not dearth: of ern. 


7 
but had ratber they would turn and live; that he is not 
willing that any ſhould periſh, but would have all men 
come to the knowledge of the truth and be ſaved; if he 
therein appeals to ſinners, whether he had not done 


all for them, they could in reaſon defire z it is not 
to be ſuppoſed, that the contrary can be any where 


ſo far from not willingly afflicting the children of 
men, or from not defiring their death, when ſinners, 
that he abſolutely: decreed their affliction and death, 
before ever they had ſinꝰd at all, without giving up 
the divine authority of the ſcriptures, the truth and 
ſincerity of the Deity, or, without opealy diſclaim- 
ing all pretences to the reaſonable nature, as not be- 
ing able to ſee the contradiction; or at leaſt, with- 
out weakly reſolving peaceably to reconcile the moſt 
palpable contradictions: but, I ſhail now proceed, 
ns... 4 

Second place, To attempt to prove from various 
paſſages in the ſcriptures, that, as God fincerely de- 
ſires the ſalvation of all men, he graciouſly affords 
ſufficient means for that purpoſe ; Now this to me 
appears evident from the following and like paſſages. 
Firſt, In Jaiab v. 4. God appeals to obſtinate 
ſinners themſelves, to the ungrateful rebellious houſe 
of Mael, whether he had not done all they could 
reaſonably deſire, in order to engage them to be 
fruitful in good works; what could I haue done more 
lo my vineyard, that I bave not done in it ? Now, if 
the houſe of 1/rael and the men of Fudab, here ap- 
pzaled to, under the parable of the vineyard, had 
not been favour'd with means ſufficient to enable 
tem to hear the required fruits of judgment and righ- 
louſueſs, how could thoſe fruits reaſonably, be te- 
quired? or, how could ſo ſeemingly ſolemn an ap- 
peal be poſſibly confiſtent with lincerity? might 
they not have very juſtly anſwered, '* Lord, thou 


very well knoweſt, thou mightſt have done much 
| | nod more 
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more than thou haſt done, even all that would 
 *. haye enabled us to anſwer thy expectations; for 
without that which thou diqſt not da for us, oy 
. © with which it was not in the power of any other 
being to boy us, thou very. well kneweſt, it was 
impoſſible for us to do that, which thou com- 
« plaineſt of us for not having done, and therefore 
x the complaint is unjuſt, and the appeal inſincere ?* 
Again, — FIT e 5 7 1 
. .2dly, In Exetiel xxxiii. 11. God is repreſented as 
ſwearing by himſelf, that Þe has no pleaſure in the 
death of finners, but had rather they would turn and 
live; Now, if the divine being gives ſinners laws, 
and requires their obedience to them, on pain of 
future damnation, and yet deſignedly withholds thoſe 
aſſiſtances (though he very well knows no other be- 
ing can give them) without which it is utterly im- 
poſſible they ſhould perform the required obedience, 
how can he truly ſay, he had rather they would 
turn and live ? would not the "moſt obvious con- 
cluſion from ſuch a ſtate of the caſe be this, that he 
was ſo far from deſiring their return, or, from hav- 
ing any pleaſure in it, that he purpoſely withheld his 
grace, becauſe they ſhould not turn and live? for 
he, who withholds the power neceſſary for the per- 
forming any action, and eſpecially when he knows 
that he alone can give it, undoubtedly occaſions the 
omiſſion of that action, and is ſo far from willing 
or deſiring the performance of it, that, let his pre- 
tences be what they will, he plainly hinders it in the 
higheſt degree. i 2 
Of the ſame import with this paſſage are thoſe } 
two plain texts in the New Teſtament, 1 Tim. ii. 4. 
who will have all men to be ſaved, and 2 Pet. iii. 9. 
The Lord is not flack, concerning bis prothiſe, but is 
long-ſuffering to usward, not willing © that any fu 
periſh, but. that all ſhould come to repentance 3 both 
which ſeem impoſſible to be underſtood 1 4 
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other, than i in an unlimited, uniyerſa indefinite 
ſenſe; n e een 

The f appears to be a motive or Neben 
purpoſely exhibited kindly to ſatisfy the ſcruples of 
ſuch as might make ſome*difficulty of praying for 
all mankind; for after St? Paul had'exhorred, that- 
Al dee, prayers, intefceſſions, and giving of 
thanks ſhould be made for all men, he afligns 
this abundantly ſufficient reaſon for ſuch a prac- 
rice, becguſe Cod, whom we are to addreſs for 
all men, will bave, or deſires, all men io be fa- 
vel; And that of St. Peter is evidently an univerſal 
motive to repentance, as as if the apoſtle had ſaid, 
For as much as de ſee, by daily experience, in 
the divine forbearance, that God is not willing 
* that any ſhould periſh, his end, in ſuch kind 
treatment, being manifeſtly our repentance and 
* amendment, it ought to be all our carte to im- 

12 this his kindly intended goodnefacto the 
purpoſes of piety and holineſs, "Now, 

how 4-1 he Fevine being, in any ſenſe, be ſaid, 
not to be willing that any ſhould periſh ; or, to be 
willing that all men ſhould be ſaved, if, inſtead of 
favouring them with ſufficient! means of attaining 
falyation, which he alone is ſuppoſed capable of do- 
ing, he ſhould from all eternity have abſolutely de- 
creed the future miſery of a very conſiderable part 
of 2 before they had done either good or 
evil, and without any regard to their obdurate 
wickedneſs and final impenitency? To will the ſalva- 
tion of al, and to decree not to give that grace to 
a great part of the world, by which alone they can 
= fay Ae to me irreconcilable contradictions : 
ut 12 Ne 2 *;% 

200. 1 ſhall add Goo! more ſcripture to this pu- 

„ viz. Rom. i. 18, 19; 20. where we are ex- 
preſsly aſſur'd, that notwithſtanding the wrath me 
Gol 5 revealed from m_ againſt al IE 
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unrighteouſueſs of men, who hold the truth in unyigh. 
 #eouſneſs, yet even they; who are 2 our'd with 
a revelation, will be without encuſe; Now, if, con- 
trary to the apoſtle”; PauPs aſſertion, God has by 
Jeſus Chrift, or, under the-Gbriftian diſpenſation, ap- 
inted- many to” wrath, and not to obtain falyation ,- 
if means ſufficient; to enable al} to eſcape the wrat 
of God are not afforded, then they, to whom ſuch 
means ate not afforded, are not PR is excule ; | 
for a man can no more eſcape the wrath. of God, or, 
be ſav d, without ſufficient means, than he can live 
without neceſſary food; and., therefore the bein 
who withholds. thoſe means, putz a ſufficient excuſe 
in ſuch a perſon's mouth, and is evidently the in- 
vincible cauſe of his miſcarriage ; becauſe. he could 
not eſcape the wrath of God, or be {av'd without 
that help, which the aforeſaid. being alone could 
give, but would not; I now: proceed, inthe, 
_ Third place, to anſwer objections to what has been 
offered ; And | | | 
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this doctrine, that they, who imagine the perfec- 
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tions of Deity. to be impeached by the ſuppoſition 
of his bringing beings mto exiſtence 2 their 
knowledge or conſent under an utter impoſſibility 
of being otherwiſe than eternally miſerable, ſeem to 
par bor God is a fovereign being; To this I would 
anſwer, that, if by God's being a ſovereign being, 
the objectors mean, that his perfections will permic 
the divine being to act in an unjuſt, or cruel manner 
towards 3 e nly his at- 
tributes of iuſtice and goodneſs, the chief, not to 
only, conſtituents of —_ perfection, will ha 
tably be impeached, but the unabung 5 of his 
nature likewiſe ; for the objeftors themſelves will 
readily enough allow, that the divine being, gene- 
rally ſpeaking, is. juſt and kind, in the adminiſtra- 
tions of his providence, bug the objection itſelf ſi 


8 * 
n . i ng o'r 
ons O e hey 
E to content themſelves wy Fs bo * 


jetion, rirher chan attempt to ſHew this — and 


defs of fack a ee anch, if he can be un- 
rk and wolent in one = 5 1 
Hoc cam a perſon, who, for 


OD to know he ig at — 45 het, be le, 
Einf ſoever the divine being was, in his 
We him, he will not alter his mind, aud 
0 ate him in tne to come? if he can act ineon · 
wich per feckion, or moral teckitude, in obe 
not in another? That God is a ſo- 
vet bra 105 or r in all Perfection is 
cal gr 8d, bur 1 * arrays ee 7 tn 
ptr fer} being, he can, in virtue of one 6 
roy. AP ' inconfifſtene with the feſt; 
in virtue Lech is afmighty Powered inſtance, lie 
St e thing unreaſonable, ur 72855 , or cruel 3 0 
ther Rand, we ate firml . A ed, that 
bly perfe&tions conſtantly nize in * his ac- 
tions; and, that, as hes infigitely exalted above, 
and infinitely better than us, he is, ednſequently, 
at an infinite diſtance ftom acting at Lv an- 
worthy, or ſhocking to the 9 15 EO i in 
this harmony | ns we coticeive, that . | 
can. ſubfiſt ; and no ſooner do ve begi 
one attribute at the expetice of another, but we _ 
the idea of a 1 being; As therefore, there is 
not à per ndoned to all ſenſe of right 1. 
bete ſo unnatüral and inhutman to be found, 
Fe in the whole univerſe, who, if he had 0 
, would render one man lnavoidably Etet- 
rally niſrable, ouch les can. we ſup ie occaion of 


being ng would be the, cruel, 11 100 

eternal miſery of millions of lis reaſonable na 
z fof, 0 we Annot ärrive at a ceftaln 
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of Deity, by reaſon of the finitegeſi of our capacities, 
yet we can ſee enough to warrant the following and 
like concluſions, , *as no good man would do this or 
that, much leſs will an all- perfect being; becauſe 

no one obſervation is perhaps more common th 
this, * that the guilt a ſtain of wrong, = 
conduct always in reality riſes with the d 
6 the perſon, who is the ſubject, of it“; but the EY 
vine perfections are mi ſuperior t to ours, and 


Fo cannot be leſs, 


ad). It is objected, that God, indeed, after. 1 
had made man capable of the hap nels, or miſery | 
of the future ſtate, and had i, one or other 
of them to be his ſure, and ceftain portion after 
death, according to his revailing conduct in life, 
ſceras to have nh oblig * 1 in juſtice, to afford him 
thoſe means, by which he might obtain happineſs, 
as well as to leave him under a liableneſs of incurring 
miſery ; but after Adam as a common patent had 
finned, and loſt that power by which he was enabled 
to have ſtood, the divine being was by no means 
obliged to put apy oF his ot es upon bew terms; 
to this it may be anſwer 
Figl, If we conlider the ſoul as a being diſtinet 
from the body, and not Propagated. with it, then 
part of the fallacy of this objection will lie in the am- 
biguity of the expreſſion common parent; for that 
Adam was our common parent as to the body will 
be granted, but not as to the ſoul; but, if our ſouls 
were not in Adam's ſoul, we could not ſin i in him; 
for fin is the tranſgreſſion of a law, 1 John iii. 4. or, 
a conſent of the will to do ſame chin ae or, 
to leave undone Tomething 5 , by a law; 
the will is an affection of the ſoul, where therefore 
there was no ſoul there could be no will, and where 
there was no will there could be no fin ; but, admit. 
dur ſouls had virtually been fille rate Udi 
put with body et {till the reaſoning in 
a . N.. * Ge 
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objection would be inconcluſive, unleſs we could be 
ſuppos d to have been in him, in ſo diſtin& a man- 
ner, as, that every one, who has been, or ever 
ſhall be, really conſented to his repreſenting our per- 


could not be a unt, much leſs a merciful procedure, 
to condemn any n for what another did, and 
he knew nothing of, never conſented to, nor could 


poſſibly prevent; and, eſpecially, a condemnation 


account would evidently exceed all the known 
bounds of reaſon, juſtice or goodneſs; if ſo terrible 
a puniſhment requires not a perſonal conſent to ren- 
der it juſtifiable, nothing can. 9 
But it will perhaps be reply'd, that we are cer- 
tainly puniſhed for what another did, becauſe we 
ſuffer death in conſequence of Adam's tranſgreſſion; to 
this I anſwer; — — always referring to guilt, 
- . to be prov'd, that we were guilty in Adam's 
though Adam was naturally mortal, yet the inflic- 
tion of death was a puniſhment to him for his fin, 
as he had the advantage of the tree of life before his 
fall, and conſequently the opportunity of remaining 
immortal, but it is only our natural portion, as we, 
through his exclufion out of the garden of Eden, 
never had that advantage; nor indeed had either 
Adam or we the leaſt claim of right to it; and con- 
ſequently our excluſion from it, had we ever been in 
poſſeſſion of it, and not guilty of any failure of duty, 
would have been no injury; and therefore there is 
no manner of analogy between this caſe and the 
fition, © that it is conſiſtent with the. perfec- 


and, from him thus repriev'd, to bring a poſte- 
© rity into the world, ſo far from conſenting; that 
© he ſhould fin to their prejudice,” that they knew 
© nothing of it, and yet that they ſhould be juſtly 

* * obnoxious 


ſons, and ſo ventur*d our all upon his head; for; it 


to the'miſery of the future, everlaſting ſtate on that 


fore we can be ſaid to be puniſhed for it; 


tions of Deity to reprieve Adam after his fall, | 
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once put a final period to all re: ing and — 
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* and the like caſes, than to 1 

revelation, which, they 1 A e. 

dicts theſe arguments: This 7 * 1 — boldeſt 
effort that can — made againſt all argumentation, 
and were the ohjection "aye Þ at would at 


for, if in one caſe] admit that as true, the 

to which I am demonſtrably certain is the trut 
(which by the way is impoſſible for à thinking man 
to do in reality) why ought not the like to be ad- 
mitted in all other caſes, and then truth, with me, 
would not be that, which am demonſtrably cer · 
tain is ſo, but the contrary, though, at the fame 
time, I am demonſtrably certain, that that contraty 
cannot be truth ? But rd and fallhpod, virtue 
and vice are notſuch changeable thing. 

By reaſan in the preſent caſe, Larp We Are to 
vaderſtand that faculty of our minds, by which alone 
we aaturell judge of things; Nom one would iqma- 
 "gine it moſt natural and reaſonable to conclude, 
that all revelations, whether real or ponder 
qughe. to be ar9:llby this owe ih. Mg | 
of whoſe concluſions, in all hs ane 1 lines; of of fk 

and practice, we are demon 
ba nur rain baten 
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which we cannot receive, Derbe 
do our reaſom ; for, ſüppoſe I am 
certain that ſuch a 8 and on 


$ 


ly that the e 
arguments drawn from 
ture of things, all the pretended revelaridns in 
the world, though enfored 3 man- 
ner, can never alter my. 

—. and the | reaſon is plein, is no 
left by which I am to be convinted 
2 — my. preſent: rational powers and faculties, | 

cannot 5 


7 hereby monroe. hr 
revelation; == | 
though falſely under pecious pretence 
r of —4 | 
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bot are mere ehimerass caſt]es in-the air,. ſuperſtrus · 
ten: Without ac fqurdagen 3. But L ſhall. now pro- 
ceed in the einein e nt N: niggas; 
36, Place, To anſwer Objections/t0 the reaſon 
ing from the ſcriptures before -produced:3; And 
Fint, Ir is ſaid that Jſaiab v. 4. only re re pecled 
the Jeuu, and thefefore dught to be urged no far- 
ther, and that the mercies there refered to were 
2 ofa temporal ang) civil nature 3 I anſwer, If 
e Jets were! ſufficiently provided with all neceſ- 
mercies to enable them to produce the required 
its of an holy life, is it to be ſuppeſed, ne), God, 
_ Whoſei tender moreies are over all the works of his 
hands, ſhould ſtrangely leave all the reſt of the 
World 8 en means to evabſe them to 
perform ot unrighteous requirements, i in 
| ſan of whom the Jetuf were next ta no- 
thing ꝰ And. ſuppoſing, for atgument's ſake, that 
the Morcies here refer d to were only of a temporal 
or civil nature; will it not hence plainly follow, 
That, if the divine being was ſe goed, -as not to 
puniſh the Fetus for — of even temporal mer 
cies; non determine their then preſent ſtate, without 
appealing to them, whether he had not done all 
they old deſiro to prevent their ruin, 
he wil much more leave the ſinnen wit | 
ag to his eternal ſtate, becauſe that is infinitely more 
conſiderable than the preſent? As for the criticiſm 
here advanced — author thats the words. 
which our traoſlatatts-bave-render'd; Mat could have 
Berm dene, more: 1d my: Uineyard ? ought te hawe been 
tranſlated, bat is ſo be done bereafter to m vineyard? | 
and: not to ba underſtood of good: thing paſt, but 
of hoteaftet ta be inſliqted, bare read 
we. —— — + — 
Mill, I e, at onet " 
aby farther oonfutatiom : My well delaued-1bWd 6 
ae g very freitful * eee ee 
gaiber 
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95 w can I. inflicb on i 
L--have: not already inflicted ?. aubergfore, when 
lopked that it ſboud bring forth gropss.. 41 bt ut farth 
wild grapes ; Fot, What pun} 5 been 
ready inflicted on the vineyard + Yo 57 5 
tion Tinh! the fayours . 

riiſhent here arbittarily ingroduced;, the 8 * 
which A * fo RA tons 10 ve 


the enumexated cireumſt 
ſpect 10 the vineyard, they —.— 
oh ait had omitted) any thing to r. 
which might reaſonably have been : » 
this they might juſtly be app among | 
but not, of a thing which they K new. nothing. of. . _ 
adh. With reſp. 1 
or the. children of = 


of 20 
turn 5. and; 10 u not. being willig 715 any, 
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al, 1 in as „ and yet to 
decree that only a eu ſhall be ſaved? —_— irt 
at all help the matter, to ſay, that the non - cler do 
not know it ; the caſe will Kill be exactly. the ſame 
wich reſpect to the divine being; for, though their 
not knowing, that they are excluded the poſſibility 
of ſalvation, ould render them the more inexcuſa- 
ble in ſome inſtances, yet that will by no means re- 
move the charge of infincerity from the divine being, 
on account-of- his:eauling that to be offered to mil- 
lions, which he very well knew they could not ac- 
cept, becauſe he had qeereed from all eternity, not 
to give them that ability by which alone they could 
accept it; Beſdes, is not the ſame divine being the 
ſubje&t of both theſe wills? If cherefors he has ex- 
— elsly aſſured us in his reveled will; bat be will 
2 e can he be 
decreed the dammation of many, 
Een being jul obnoxious to the diſhonour- 
tion himſelf? For, if 
0 wi e ſalvation ef al, and to; decree the damna- 
tion/'of, mam, be not à contradiction, there is no 
Weh thing: er iu ch al, doe for this dactrine of a 
ſectet and reveled wil not: only lays à foundation 
for ant unanſwerable charge of hypccriſy and contra- 
diction, but likewiſe of che utmoſt eruelty, againſt 
the divine being ; for what can be more cruel than 
to require: of other that Which we know they can- 
ot de, without that help which we alone can give, 
have ſecreiy determined to refuſe I'—— And, 
to ſay no more on this head, if this Nerret will of 
God be not'known by men, as its very name im- 
Rae then, what men aſſert conerrning it may be 
and! oonſec cannot reaſonably be im · 
poſed, Wan article of Faith Others 
, that God's bung no pleaſure ih- death 
1 — 170 hes: + prey Willing - that": any. 
22 bet al u peu, turn and live, — 
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bur! | 
ſaved, only refer death, and mean no 

more, than that robin N nah go on 
in their wicked courſes, and fo come to an untimely 


—_ pay . 42 frequently ſet in 


periſving of a 

over, ph ver plainly no that it is the ſecond death, 
peter over the righteous, and from 

"== God kindly t. ſent his ſon into the world, to 

deliver all who believed in him, fo as ſincerely to 
obey his doctrine, which is meant by theſe expreſ- 
ſions ; thus, our ſaviour himſelf aſſures us, Job iii. 
14, 18, 16, 17. That as Moſes lifted up the ſerpent 
in the wilderneſs,. even ſa muſt the ſon of man be lifted 
up, that: belieueth in bim ſhould not periſh, 
but baue everlaſting life; For God ſo loved the. 
world, that he gave bis only begotten ſon, that whoſe: - 
ever believeth in bim ſhould not periſh, but hade ever- 
laſting life; —— — wivid.to 
condemn itbe world, but that the world' through him 
migbi be ſaved ; and, as everlaſting life —_—_ 
ſaved are here evidently ſynonimous. 
are condemnation and periſhing the very ſame wrt 
not ſeeing everlaſting life, ver. 36. He that believeth 
en the. ſon bath everlaſting. . or, Mall be ſaved, but 
ee ſhall not ſee life, or ſhall 
not ſee; everlaſting life, 'but ſhall» periſh, or be con- 
demned, becauſe the weined of God abideth on bim 

To which 1 ſhall only add, Rom. vi. 23. For the 
wages of fin'ss death, but the gift of God is eternal 
life tbr eſus Chriſt our Lord: Beides, ſuppoſe 
the death could not be made appear to be the 
plain and evident meaning of theſe expreſſions ; 1s 
it reaſonable to imagine, that an all- perfect being 
does not indeed willingly afflict, or grieve the chil- 
dren of men in this ſhort, tranſicory life, but, if 
need requires, and he fees to chaſtize them, 
2 „ and is mightily con- 
cerned i hey nk nt be oe hl tir days 
2) 


\ 


Aue n i 


| ſtate, than the unhappineſs and miſetyiof the pre- 


- of tbr aller, for whom'-Chriftians ang ts 


fe the day of vrerb, in che bead ſuppofe, 
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altogether. ,ungoncerned how. 
ter, or what becomes ef them in eternity 8 
our eternal intereſts. infiriitely-preferable to thoſe of 
time? will not reaſon thereſde gbligeus to ſuppoſe, 
that an all-perfet? being muſt of conſequence be in- 
finitely more e to prevent dur ãncurring the 

5. and miſery of the future everlatting 


ſent momentary life The erage * 1 poſt al all 


manner of douẽt: £387; nr n e 


that we are 


- Again, others are! * 
not co underſtand theſd and the like expreſtions in 


their obvious ſenſe, as if the divine being did not 
really deſire the death of ſome ſimneta, and willed 
not the deſtruction of many, but father 4 
their meaning to be this; t hat he deſites not the 
death of any dle ſinner but wills the ſalvation of 
all ſuch, without co ng any of tie reſt of 


mad lind ʒ but unleſs the houſe 


and all in authority, are to be conſidered: as belong · 
ing to the number of the dect,  rhis flrained inter- 
pretation can never ſtand; becauſe, it uns u the 
whole: houſe. of 1/rae}, that the Lord ſpake by his 
\ Ezek, xxxiii. 11. I liue, ſaith tbe lord 
' I bave no pleaſure-in the death of the wnckud, but 
that the wicked turn from bis way aud lives turn * 
buen gef my und ye-dits e ee 

Add Kiags, and all n auburty ate in the number 


and whom God wilt-have-toibe ſaved; 1 Tim. i ond 
begin; Nor does God's ibe wir ted 
that they 
wore” never capable of turning from their. wicked-. 
neſs y no; it is «boadanely.evedent-rom:” the whole 
current of ſcriptures that u more iso imply d in 
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7 23 ] 
the wicked; in. the See een 
wards and enta : Neither will it at 
all follow, that if God wills the ſalvation of all, then 
all muſt be faved ; becauſe moſt, if not all chri- 
ſtiant, ſuppoſe with St. Paal, that our ſaufification 
is the ci Cad, chough it is certain, that all do 
not paſſeſa their veſſels in ſanctifioation and honour z 
If the) failure: of ſalvation, in thoſe who are not 
ſoved, is hut allowed t lis at their O]. door, the 
divine being will be elesred, and they will. have 
none · to blame but themſelves ; And, it is: eaſy to 
conceive, that God may fingeraly deſite the ſalva- 
tion of all mankind, - and;gracioully afford ſufũcient 
means ſor that purpoſe; and yet not think proper 
te break in upon their i Agency, deſtroy the reward- 
ableneſi of their actions, r. to — tſabem. <a 
wile than as reaſonable being. 5 
. As 0 What is urged: from Sm © — 
a0. Itch ſaicl, that as ſinnem might do more chan 
they do, they ate juſtly left without excuſe; but, 
thaugh they may be left without excuſe, as to 
ſome particular! actions, which: they might have 
auqided having had a ſufficiency of power com- 
| 333 — — yet, unleſs all 
have ſufflcient means, in the i vement of which 
they may oſcape the wrath of God and be ſaved; they,. 
te whom. no ſuch means are afforded, are left 
wiel aut excuſe, notwithſtanding they may be inexcuſ- 
able with regard to actions which have no influence on 
_ their future ſtate, but may juſtly plead in arreſt of 
judgment, the utter impoſlibility of theit being ſaved, 
which, we ſhould expect, would be a ſufficient excuſe 
in che moſt uncivilie d and partial coutt of human ju · 
dieaturt, none perhaps being ever known to have 
been condemned by men, who never had it in their 
power not to have capitally. aſfended: But, 
Ae I. — ws op that as there is bo 
777 W 
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DJ 
Yeſus Cbriſ, by which we can be ſaved; all hoſe, 
at leaſt, who have never heard of Cbriß, ſeem to 
be excluded all poſſibility of ſalvation 3 The paſſage 
from whence this is taken, At iv. 12. rs to 
have an immediate reference to the miraculous cure 
- the * 8 He) Apoſtles 
eter and were interroga bi 
and rulers of the Yea tn Thr prong 8 5 
bat power, or, by what name they had done” 317 
Peter, without mineing the matter, plainly tells 
them, that they had made him whole, by the name 
of that Feſus, whom they had crucified, and more- 
over adds, that there is ſalvation, vix. ſuch ſalva- 
tion, as giving legs to che lame, fight co the blind, 
— OO —— 3 in no 
other but him, conſequently nothing to 
do in the preſent argument: Beſides,” Is it reaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe, that that kind being, who con- 
ſtamly takes ſuch abundant care for the comfortable 
ſupport of te life in all his creatures, even of 
the moſt inferior kind, will ſtrangely neglect the in- 
finitely more important concerns of multitudes of 
his reaſonable creatures, viz. a ſuitable proviſion for 
their — — ure re" rand 
everlaſting ſtate? And, to conclude this head, we are 
aſſured by St. Paul, that, as all are not under one 
and the ſame law, all are not to be judged by any 
one law whatſoever, but each by the e law 
OO Rom. ii. 12. he Chen Lane: | 
is to be judged e Wy 
or inſtitution, and the heathen. who are under no 
written law, will be judged by the Jaw | wyitzen' in 
their hearts, their conſciences bearing them witneſs, 
and their thoughts accuſing, or excuſing' them; Nom. il. 
—— ä —— ſincerely deſires 
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, : unfruftrably, and wngoudstionally wor 
opti meansz: buti before — _ the proof 
0 5 9am may ben tle to ex- 
the ter $1 And, nt {8} TOW] AT BILL 
_ That — ſaid to be irraſtibli, 
whoſe operation cinunt —— —— abject! =_ 

whiahs it operates q but ah oppo 
eyert ſo weak, is, or can be made, in ſuch a caſe, 
the operator cannot be truly ſaid to work-/irrefir:; 
ſuübly ; and conſequently nothing can properly be 
ſaid to work irreſiſtibly on a man ini his ſenſes, be- 
cauſe: he can reſiſt, in thought, word, or deed ; he 
can mee chooſe on nefuſe, age as; 
II MN in al afro #4; 

—_ That oeſaterching is ſaid to e- 
Ana which operates upon another, — — it 
will or no, and, 8 all poſſible 
ſiſtance, produces the deſigned 15 — 
84h. A thing is unconditionaliy — any one, 
when the performance of no condition is required 
of that perſon for whom the thing ia — 
neceflary, in e Pas Yptem for him: Hav- 
ing thus explained the terms, I proceed to evince 
e n following - man- 
| WY teen yruyuS . 

77%, e eee re Aae eh ene. 
refipible, . 


Jie ; 11 8 _ any, 


—— —- — — — 


. 75 the nature of 51 = ill of m mans ih. 0 F 
— and 4ubh. To reaſon': 00 
* 2dy, That ſuch ible, wifrubrabt, ad 
: 1 he upon _ and not upon 

or y rving, as is poſed to 
caſe bers 1 08 üb tbe pete Abe, vb Ber ie 
Fin, 1 am to ſhew, . loch an redete un- 


fruſtrable, and . working upon 24 


—_— 15 He 4008363 £245 5 325 42 l Ws £4458 
— — be . Of a 
au ope 130 to be ron all the 
means uſed in the converſion ofuſininers, the ii 
is the only one, that I knom of, which is of an 
rative nature, properly ſpeakin I ſhall there 
conſider the manner of its opexation, whence ae 
ſuall be able to di ſeov er v not be re. 
ſiſted and fruſtyratceda No) ) of the ; 
rit cannot, I conceive, bo incelligg 1 higher, 
than the late Dr. Mini has carried it, who ſup- 
poſes it to eonſiſt . % In the divine 
traths of the holy-ſcripture ure cleardy toour underſtand- 
_ Ing, that we muy have a fuller evidence, ſtronger 
oonviction, and finmer aſſurance of them; and ad 
In bringin thoſe truths to our remembrance, on 
—— — to enable us to reſift comp- 
— and to enconrage us to the faithful petfor- 
mance of our „ ee all, ifmot more tlian can 
well be ſuppo flary, if God treats us. as rea 
ſonable creatures, | having the ſtrongeſt mot es pro- 
for ourxneouragement to duty, and the molt 
 rerrible threats 10 deterr us. from -+complying: with 
temptations: Some, I know, imagine, chat riiere-is 
an irreſiſtible operation. upon the ſoul;- and, con-. 
quently, a -necefſication ot the / mill by the ſpirit in. 
every man's converſion, which, I preſume, wilt! 
appear to bea miſtalae, when we come to coufider 
— of che will, — RgE "4 


from 


Lol. 1 
from reaſon; as well as fro edn Fo of the h 


ſpirit's being capable of being 
which 1 ſhall now directiy at a” 


o-martyr Stephen, plainly alerts, A vi. 51. 
7 fiff-necked and uncircumciſed in beart and ears, ' 
2 refift the holy ghoſt, as your fathers dia, 
& yt; whence it is plain, that the holy ſpirit not 
only may be reſiſted, hut aftually was reſiſted; And 
If it was reſiſted then, why may it not be reſiſted 
now, for its office and manner of operation, I 

. is ſtill the fame: Again, St. Pau exhorts the 


Epbes iv. 30. Now grief is never cauſed by any 
agent, but by that agent's vo ner comrary 
to the patient's mind; if therefore any diſtinct 4 
was deſigned to be cbovey d by this figurative ex- 
reſſion, ſome reſiſtance might be made to the ſpi- 


t of God, in its operations on the ſoul of man, and 


| thbickore the manner of its operations is not irreſiſti- 
fit 1 the holy” ſpirit may not only be re. 


But, 
| It may alſo be fruſtrated ; fo that though ir 
| works 1 upon a foul in ſuch a manner, as that lining 

to and comply ing with the cone tions it occaſio 
that ſoul might be converted, yet, it may not onh 
reliſt, Pet even finall fruſtrate ſuch operations; N 
that man can fruſtrate almighty . but th 
Woe uſually exerted by the Furt on 8. hearts of 

nners, who are moral agents, may, I imagine, be 
fruſtrated; Nor will it at all follow, that if the di- 
vine being can unfruſtrably work upon ſinners, there- 
fore he muſt; for who fire ſay, that he could not 
have created more worlds, and yer no more are cre- 
_ ated?— Neither is the apoſtle Paul, I imagine, a 


pertinent inſtance of inſuper able grace; Bg er, tho* | 


we may fafcly argue from univerſals to 


we FROM, from urge to utiyerſals 3 we may, | 


E 2 


{ 


4 


WM That the holy ſpirit r Y be refilted, te 


befian Chriſtians, not to grieve the holy ſpirit of God, 


— 


1 


from. this 0 men have fouls, fafely 
draw the fol lowing concly on, therefore ſuch a man 
has a ſoul; But we cannot conclude, that becauſe 
ſuch a perſon is of a quick wit and geod parts, there- 
fore all Ra are ſo; ſo Har though St. Pau! 
had really been inſuperably wrought-on in his con- 
ver ſion, yet it would y no means hence follow, that 
all, who are converted, are thus inſuperably wrought 
on; but St. Paul himſelf, it is very evident, was 
2 thus inſuperably wrought, on, but might have 
uſtrated the kind deſign of providence, in this par- 
ticular; For he ſays, He wa not diſobedient to the 
heavenly viſion, As xxvi. 19. Now, 4 . not being 
diſobedient, certainly includes a capacity of being dil- 
obedient, and. conſequently is the ſame as obedience, 
which is a virtue when paid to that to which it is due, 
and a vice when paid to that to which it is allow'd not 
td be due; But nothing, which cannot be avoided, 
can either be virtuous or vicious, no thanks to me, 
if. did it, nor fault of mine, if I did it not; the vi- 
ſion indeed was ſo extraordinary, that he muſt have 
blinded his reaſon, had he diſobey d, or ſtifled the 
conviction occaſioned by it, but he certainly might 
have been diſobedient, Ae he could not have 
been obedient: Again, * 
4 Glen, The poll Paul exhorts the Theſalonian 
Not ta quench. the ſpirit, 1 Thel. v. 19. 
. is a metaphor borrowed from extinguiſhing 
any thing which was on fire by throwing water, or 
8 other proper liquid on it; by which alluſion the 
apoſtle plainly warns them of the danger of driving. 
as it were, the holy ſpirit from them, by acting con- 
trary to its dictates 3 as if be bad ſaid, ye are at 
« preſent. 1 8701 actuated by the divine ſpirit, 
65 « which i is kindly, ready.conſtantly.to keep your con- 
« ſciences tender, by ſetting before you in a diſtin 
© light, the pure precepts oß your holy religion, the 
tecompence of reward kindly — for the wk 
* cerely 


12 ; 1 
7 cerelj obedient fooland the dreadful penalty therein | 
© threatened to the finally impenitent perſon ; but 
' + wifely take all due care, that ye imprudently abuſe 
not offered grace, gor careleſsly ſlight the vin 
* aſſiſtances of the holy ſpirit, either by a Nothful 
* indolence and non-improvement, or, by daringly 
acting in direct oppoſition to his holy ſuggeſtions 
for, tho* he now graciouſly reſides in yau, and 
6 kindly aſſiſts your pious endeavours in the prudent 
| 555 of religion and virtue, yet, upon. your un- 
ind continued provocations, you may reaſonably 
expect, that he will moſt afſuredly leave you, 
| Quench not the ſpirit. 
34ly, That faith and good conſcience, which we 
are commanded 10 bold, are, by choſe chriſtians who 
plead for the unfruſtrable operation of the ſpirit, rea- 
dily allowed, to be the fruits and effects of that ſpiri 
and yet theſe may be put away, and the perſon, in 
whoin they were, delivered to Satan; and conſe- 
quently the ſpirit may be reſiſted and fruſtrated, 1 75 im. 
i. 19, 20. And, whereas it is objected, that the ca, 
who contradicted and blaſphemed the word of God, 
never received it, or gave their aſſent to it, As xiii. 
45, 46. are ſaid to put it from them, and conſequently, 
that. bat may be ſaid to be rejected and put away 
which was never had, this is nothing to th purpoſe; 
But if any would ſet alide this text, as not proving, 
that the operations of the ſpirit on the hearts 
of men may be fruſtrated, they muſt ſhew, that per- 
ſons are ſome where enjoin'd in St, Paul's Epiſtles, to 
hold that which they never had, and that Timothy yy 
one of this number; For it is plain, that the ſome, of 
whoſe number Hymeneus and Alexander were, had put 
away faith and a good conſcience, in the very ſame 
manner, that Timothy is here forbidden fo to do; but 
it will ſcarcely be denied, that Timothy, at the time 
of St, Paul's writing this epiſtle to him, had a truly 
chriſtian faith, and a — conſcience, and conſe- 
quently 


„ 
quently ſuch was the faith and good conſcience which 
. Altxander, and the Ft hag not held, bur 
Put away, if we will baye St. Paul to be a pertinent 
OOO OA RY Br A robin I's ral tone 
Abh. Derid in P/al. li. 11, prays earneſtly to 
God, that he would not take his boly ſpirit from him ; 
he had had large experiences of the workings of the 
ſpirit on his ſou bui being convinced of the heinouf- 
neſs of the fins he had wickedly committed by going 
in to Batbſheha, and procuring the murder of Urzab, 
he was ſadly afraid they might juſtly provoke the 
divine being utterly to withdraw his ſpirit from him, 
which, one would think, ſhould be an unanſwerable 
argument to prove, net only that the operations of 
' the ſpirit may be fruſtrated, but that the ſpirit itſelf | 

may be 1atirely loſt : But, in te 
' . 5th, And laſt place, as to this, every one's expe- 
rience will, I imagine, ſufficiently evince the truth 
of this doctrine; for I preſume, there*s never a con- 
verted or unconverted perſon arrived to years of dil- 
cretion, who. is not conſcious of having ſeverely 
blam'd himſelf for reſiſting, at one time or other, 
and conſequently for having fruſtrated for that time 
at leaſt, what he ſuppoſed to be the convictions and 
rations of the ſpirit ; And, if for that time, why 
might he not have done it to his dying day ? There 
ſeems to be no reaſon, in the nature of things, to 
fervent the poſſibility of it: The reſt of the means, 
being no farther of an operative nature, than by way 

„Herre Lo 
24h, To ſhew, that ſuch an irreſiſtible, unfruſtra- 
ble and unconditional working upon any is contrary 
to the nature of the Will! 
The will cannot be forc'd ; not but God undoubt- 
elly can eaſily cruſh our whole frame into its firſt 
principles; But the will cannot be forc'd, and re- 
main a will; bat is 10 ſay, The inſeparable and di- 
ſtinguiſhing property of the will, being to chooſe or 


refuſe 


* 


| 131 
refuſe. objects preſented by ric 3 as t 
pleaſes; when once this privilege is infringed, it loſes 
its nature, and the mad becomes patiive; inſtead of 
an acttve being, directec by another, and not by him- 
ſelf, and conſequen | far not acο)νmuͤble. 
F ahr Such am ac cena and 3 75 
tional wo ms contrary to ert 
ture; eng pet 0 2 p- 
Nys, God reafoning the caſe by Ais proph with 
the Jews, Haiab v. 4 S | wes with 
them ia the following manner, Rut coul bave been 
done more 10 my vi - that-Þ have not ddt in it 
or, to the houſe of Tirdel; ande the mem of uu, 
which I have not done fon them i Mrrefbre when I 
looked that it ſhould bring forth grapes, that they mould 
bring forth judement and r Weouſnefs, by brought it 
forth will grapes? Why did they produce 
g eppeals' 


and cruelty? Here, you le the divine bein 
to the Jews themſelves,” tlrat ie had been at work on 
them, nay had done ſo much, chat he makes no ſeru- 
ple of leaving it to them; whether 2 ing more 
could reaſonably have been deſfred to havꝝ been done 
for them; Now, if God's 5 rabl6 operation oe che | 
Fork Leden and ber al the 
and 70% and the ke 
fruits, how came he here £a:compHin; thut the Jews d mn 
had not produced ther, or; to aſſe, Bat cwuld hu if 
buen dune more for © chem. than bt had done when he = | 
muſt have very weil known that he himſelf · was the 
inſuperable cauſe of cher not producing thoſo fruits, 2 
which he pretended to by his not doing that 
eb * ee could enable them to — 
them ? Or, is-the alL perfect being to be ſuppoſed 
extravagantly- unreaſonable; as to echim againſt, 
and reſol ve to puniſh them; hr their n6adlog that, 
whieh, he very well knew, they were under an abſo- 


n e of dag for ard bas aches 4 
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dane that for them, which he alone couid do, but 
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2dh, In el xxxiii. 1.1. God has ſworn by him- 


ſelf, That be defires not the death of & ſinner, but bad 


rather be would turn and live; Now, if God's unfruftra- 


5 operation be abſolutely neceſſary to the conver/ion, 


or, living of * ſinner, ſo that without it he can- 
not be converted, or live, how could he juſtly ſay, 


that he deſired not the death of thoſe ſinners, upon 


whom he did not thus anfruftrably work, or, that he 
had rather they would turn and live, when he, who 
alone could convert and cauſe them to live, by. work- 
ing «nfruſtrebly upon them, abſolutely. refus*d to do 


Ing un | 
it? muſt we not from this, and the like declarations 


— 


exhibited in the moſt ſolemn manner, neceſſarily con- 
clude, either, that ſuch: an irreſiſtible, unfruſtrable 
tion upon the hearts of ſinners, as is contended 
for by ſome, is not abſolutely neceſſary to their con- 
verſion, or elſe, that the divine being, in order to be 
conſiſtent with himſelf, in theſe declarations, muſt 
thus unfruſtrabiy work upon all ſinners? the conſe- 
quence to me ſeems unavoidable, rote 
.. 34h, In Luke xiii, 34; Our bleſſed Lord affec- 
tionately exclaims againſt the ſtubborn Fews,and tells 
them, they might have been happy, becauſe he had 
kindly extended his ſaving mercy to them, once and 
again, but they would not, O Jeruſalem, Jeruſalem, 


" phich killeft the prophets, aud foneft- i hem that are ſent 


uno bee, bow often would I have gathered thy children 


_ together, as a ben doth gather ber brood under her wings, 


and ye would not! now, if this unfruſtrable operation 


be abſolutely neceſſary to the converſion of ſinners, 
and conſequently. to the divine favour, why: ſhould 


Chriſt weep over, and exclaim againſt theſe Jets, for 
their not being converted, and in the way of ſalvation, 
when at the ſame time he very well knew they had 
not been thus unfrufrably wranght upon, and conle- 


' quently could not be converted or ſav'd? In ſhort, 


2 either, 


( 33] 

eg cyt there could then be no occaſion 
of complaint, becauſe they muſt neceſſarily have com- 
phy d, and been in aq infallible way for ſalvation; and 
if they had not been unfruſtrably wrought upon, and 
ſuch an unfryſtrable.. operation was abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary. to engage their compliance with the method of 


ſalvation, with. what ſhow of truth, Mats Blk — 5 
make ſo ſorrowful a complaint? It is needleſs to re- 


. 


mark the diſadvantageous te 60 which ſuch an in- 
jurious repreſentation, would ſet this part of our ſa- 
viqur's conduct; it is but too obvious to the meaneſt 
Capacity ;... Again, . 1 ren 4 8 — ou. 2 4 
_ 1 4thhly, In 7 v. 40. Our ſaviour blames the 


Jews, becaule they would not come 10 bim, that. they 
ws baus life, notwithſtanding their own ſcriptures = 


teltified of him, and conſequently, one would have. 


imagined, they ſhould readily. baue embraced his 


&# i 


doctrine 3 here, it is plain, theſe Fews might have 
had life, had they but duly-ſcarched their own ſerip- 
tures, and carefully attended to,the import of them, 
becauſe they would have led zhem co Chrjſ, or, pre- 
pared. them for the reception of the chriſtian, doc 
trine, as they did not, they teceived it not; and 
therefore an unfruſtrable operation of the ſpirit is 


upon, er, theß 


| not neceſſary for that purpoſe z, Their, miſlng, of life | 


is not . imputed to their want of the unfruſtrable 
Ki of the holy ſpirit, but to their neglect of 

preſcribed, means, to their rej cbriſti 
anity, which was owing to their criminal inatten- 
tion. to their own e . Belides, If the un- 
fruſtrable operation of the divine ſpirit he abſo 


4 


lutely, neceflary to the converſion. Elon f ; 


intire blame on their inattention to their own ſerip- 


4 * - ” 1 . - 


tures, accuſe che Fews of not being willing to come 
to him, that they might have life 3 Whereas uh 
truth, e e hich ought * 


4 
&F 2 
# 
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 virh the. children of men for their convetſion unde 


\ x 


WY 
been Fi "IE ax dei n tat 8 


| nothing to ſearch the ſeri ptures, in order 


to him for life and galrakion, nothing bei 
ble of being in the leaſt ſerviceable to AI. in 
that reſpect, but the unfruſtruble, 'untonditional 
ration of che holy ſpirit ; fo that this ſeripture either 
eee += thus, Ye ' canyjot come to me; or 
e, the Fews might, and 'conſ others 
have life, — any” ſuch unfrb! a —. 
th, In 2"Cor. vi. 1. We then, Tie 9A 


Pan, as workers together with him, e you 4 ye 


receive not the grace of God in vain; The grace of God 
here, it is plain from the context, ſignilies the 
doctrine of Chrift, as it does in other plates, the 
word or miniſtry of reconciliation, by the obſer- 
vation of which, men may be "reconciled to God; 
This is what the 5 W prays the "Corinthians not 

3 Whenee' | ir b evident to a de- 


to receive in vai 
Fi, That the ufal Er which God takes 


monſtration; 3 


cht preſent diſpenſation, is, to have che 


preached to them; if they embrace and obey it, 


ey are then rezonciled to Oo, but, if they im- 
penny reject it, or, live allowedly contrary to 
„they then receive it in vain. 
11551 © is Tikewiſe hence a8 plain, that the bunt 
dle operation of the ſpirit is not neceſſary co 
4 ebaverfion of any; becauſe,” but h verſes be- 
fore, the apoſtle 'carneftly exhorts thoſe very per- 
fans, whom he here ſuppolesta 'of receiving 
Ie rate . of God, or the word 'of 'recontiliation, "i 
Vain, not Io receive it in vuin, but, 1 be reconciled to 
Gad; fo that it is abundantly 'tmanifeſt, "ke 


or miglit not be recqnciled to God, as the 
itprov'd,. dr wickedly abus'd, the word e 


_  Uſationkihdly offe NS 
God 


Hugh have” been produced to prove; that*chhugh 


1 35 = 
God does afford ſufficient" means of falvation to all, 
yet he does not work Trefiſtibly, unftuſtrably, and 
lo: ob by thoſe means, but theſe ſhall 
ſuffice; And 1 ſhalt now proceed to ſhow, in the 

"4tÞ Place; That ſuch an irreſiſtible, unfruſtra- 
ble and unconditional operation upon finners . 
trary to reaſon. And, 

'Firft; Tf the divine being does unfruſtrably fir all 
thoſe for ſalvation, who are fav'd, without reſpect 
had to any previous qualifications, Then, no impe- 
niterit perſons can be juſtly blam*d, much leſs con- 
demn'd, for living and dying impenitent: For, if 
for want of the unfruſtrable operation of the holy 
ſpirir, they could not be penitent believers, ir 
would be impoſſible to reconcile their being con- 
demned on that account, with either wiſdom, jus 
ſtice; or goodneſs ; ſuch a procedure would evidently 
repreſent the moſt PORE and beſt of beings, as 
putting ſinners u mpaſſibilities, and then con- 
demning them be 85 * them, than 
which What can be more cruel? Beſides, it would 
at the ſame time excuſe the vileſt of ſinners 3 for, 
to ſay,. they might have done better, is nothing to 
the purpoſe, i 1151 it be nor allowed, that in the fin- 
cere performance of duty, they might have ap» 
proved themſelves to the Deity, without that un- 
fruſtrable operation, which he alone could grant, 
but would not; How criminal ſoever they may 
have been in other . the miſery of the future 
ſtate, it was never in their power to avoid, and con- 
ſequently they may reaſonably and juſtly plead fuch 
impoſſibility in arreſt of judgment: Suppoſe it 
were the fixed law of any ſociety, that no perſon 
ſhould be admitted a member of it, who is not 
worth 100 L. per year; would it be an in 
anſwer to a poor man, who deſired to be admit- 
ted, that one time or other, through inadverteney 
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| Would: not every one ſee that ſuch an excuſe was 
only a. pretence to cover the real reaſon of ſuch a 
refuſal, which was his not being warth 100 L. per 
pear? For, though he had never committed the 
aljeged crime, he would have been as far from be- 
ing admitted as now, unleſs hie had been worth the 
annual eſtate fixed by law; and, being poſſeſſed of 
that, ſuch a ſlip would by no means have prevented 
his being admitted; This ſeems to be exactly the 
caſe before us: No paſt flips or failures are ſuppoſed 
capable of preventing his future happineſs, on whom 
God by his ſpirit unfruſtrably operates, whilſt 
another, who has been conſiderably. leſs guilty, ſhall 
be ſtrangely ſuppoſed in a periſhing ſtate, for want 
of this operation only; ſo that this unfruſtrable 
operation of the ſpirit, is plaialy made, on this 
ſuppoſition, the only condition of a happy admiſ- 
ſion to future bliſs, and the want of it the only 
thing which can exclude froni it; all other aſſigned 
reaſons there fore are vain and trifling, and have 
nothing of truth in them; none in reality being 
ſuppoſed to be refuſed admiſſion into the exquiſite 
happineſs of the future ſtate, purely becauſe they 
did not do all that lay in their power (for who then 
could be ſaved?) but only for want of this un- 
- fruſtrable operation, which it never was in their 
power to command, and therefore none would have 
any juſt reaſon to blame them in caſe of a failure of 
the promiſed reſt. | | | | 
Ady, This notion of God's irreſiſtibly, unfru- 
ſtrably and unconditionally fiting men for ſalvation, 
and the future happineſs, plainly ſtrikes at the very 
vitals of all religion, as well as at the very bing of 
human ſociety. | TRAD 
What occaſion, on this ſappoſition, could men 
bly have, to give themſelves the leaſt concern, 
how they live, or what they, do? All concern on 
ſuch accounts would be intirely needleſs, if they 
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| may, as,reafonably expe to be favoartd with m. 
fruſtrable grace, in'a courſe of fin, as in the way of 
duty; ſuch a doctrine may be grateful enough to 
the hardened wretch, who may want arguments 
ro ſupport his preſent practice againſt an accuſing 
- conſcience, but muſt be alone oy [fo the poor 
* awakened ſinner; Human laws, on ſuch a ſtate off 
the caſe, would be the only GE our fear, and 
Prom intereſt, the only rule of all our actions; 
For, with reſpec to our future ſtare, it is not to be 
affected by any thing we can do, the divine being 
taking care of that, and intirely deciding the matter 
to our hands; ſo that nothing could more effec- 
tually promote the cauſe of vice and immorality, ' 
than the univerſal reception of ſuch a doctrine; For, 
with regard to the future ſtate; men might live juſt 
as they liſt, without the leaſt pe anf of 
danger, the moſt profligate wretches having equal 
reaſon to expect ſaving mercy, whilſt in the 
heighth of their villainy, as the moſt contrite, un- 
converted ſinner. wh, | of . 
zal, Were this notion of irreſiſtible, unfruſtrable 
and unconditional grace true, all the ſcriptural ex- 
hortations inviting ſinners to repentance and amend- 
ment, as well as the promiſes and threatnings ex- 
hibited in the ſacred writings, would be intirely 
vain and uſeleſs, as motives to preſent holineſs, in 
order to fit us for future happineſs : If the Jews 
had been utterly incapable of doing any thing to- 
wards their converſion, is it to be ſuppoſed, that 
God would have addreſſed them by his prophet, in 
ſo very affectionate a manner, Turn ye, turn ye, why 
will ye die, O houſe of Iſrael ? $18 
Had this been the caſe, would not he rather have 
turned them at once, as he ſeemed ſo earneſtly de- 
firous of their converſion, without giving himſelf 
the trouble of calling ſo often upon them, which he 
knew was all to no purpoſe? It ſeems a very odd 
y- repreſentation 
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'  Tepreſentatien, of the alkperfect being, to ſuppoſe. 
ban frequeotly and earneltly calling upon dne ee 
repent and resse. when, at, the ſame time, he. 
. EOEY, that thoſe very Hnners, whom be 
ſo firenuoully. urged. to the IS of theſe. 
dities, could nor poſſibly do either, without that aſſi- 
ſtance, which he alone could give, but would not: 
The ſame may ke wiſe be ſaid, wich veſpect to the 

| Promiſes and threatnings contained in th "Dire 
writings, for without this unfruſtrable operatian, 
all endeavours, and conſequently all motiyes, are 
ſuppos d to be in vain; and if in eonſequence of 
this vofruſtrable operation, our natnes are once hap- 
pily written in the book of life, it is impoſſible, by 
the ſuppoſition, that they ſhould ever be blotted out 
add conſequently, all promiſes of preſent or future 
heppipeſs, to encourage our repentance and re- 
formation, or threats of preſent or future un- 
happineſs, to ſecure our pious perſeverance, would 
be intitely needleſs ; As therefore, Godlineſs has the 
promiſe of the life that now is, and of that which is 
10 come, 1 Tim. iv. 8. and Death is declar'd to 
be tbe wages of fin, Rom. vi. 23. As Chriſt has pro- 
mis'd not to blot his name out of ibe book of life, who 
overcomes, Rev. iii, v. and has threarned, that others 

- who are regardleſs of their duty, ſhall have their 
part taken out of the book of life, Rev. xxil. 19. it. 
| _ evident, even 5 a e t * by 
the ſcriptures, man is ſ ble of wiſely im- 
provin 4 means of — N or, of 
' 1mprudently' neglecting, nl abuſing them 


to his condemnation, and conſequently, that men 
are not irrefiſtibly, unfruſtrably and uncenditionally 
fitted for the happineſs of the future ſtate. Beſides, 
Abb, The notion of God's irreſiſtible, unfruſtra- 
ble, and unconditional operation on the hearts of 
men by his ſpirit, evidently makes him meorly the 
der of his. own at; If this operation be tle. 
ry ; only 
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| 1 
only condition on which we enn be admttted wi 
ture blifs, and che divine being lone en work it, 
cken, that only can be-rewardable in us, with reſpelt 
40 the future ſtate, which God himſulf works in us, 
that being the ſole condition of our actepwnce + But, 
4s ſuch a thought to be admitted? Thus indecd 
ſometimes obſerve children applautling themſelves, 
when they imagine chey have b Seck theit part well, 
but a like oon in a grown perſon; would” ap 


— 6p enough; #ich less ro mayo 
pftoſe the divine being would ever malee tneę 


tis own act rewurduble; For, there would chen be 
no manner of eneduiragernent for'finners to ferſase 
«heir fin ful cour ſos, dr n from a ſuture ſtate ; For, 
if this inſuperable operation be the only Aft ne- 
ceſſary condition of future happibeſꝭ, #nduricondi- 
tionaſly granted, all other conditions muſt necefln- 
rily be ſuperſeded, and the crowi uf life eud never ' 
depend on our being faithful ynto-death; bemuſe, 
they, who-are thus irfeffſtibiy wrouglit on, eduld net 
kelp being faved, and they, WhO wert get TavourU 
with this unfruſtrable operation, eotid not pft) 
perſevere, notwithſtanding all imaginable enceu- 
"Tegements ; All ehe gfacious"promiles, matle to 
returning finners, muſt, on this ſuppoſition, be ne- 
oeſſuriby tegarded as trifling amulernents;' and our 
faviour's threatning, Late ii; 3. Sarept ye repent, 
e all all litetpiſ periſh, muſt really meati, except 
ye be unfruſtradly mate to repent, ye all all Me- 
wiſe iperifh ;- and, inſtend of 'Viaming the Aus for 
net coming to him, he ſhould; one would think, 
Rave fe I pitied chem, 4nd honeſtly deld ehem, 
that all their labour, in that reſpest, wool fgnify 
nothing, for unleſs they were unfruſtrably wroug 
8 not come to him, and if 
Were unfruſtrably wrought upon, they obuld net 
help coming to him, the favour being un 
Xionally granted; aud, dis faying, . 
. 0 


e Who is inſuperably.« | 3 . 
e eee then what en I 
 ,couragement is there for any to work out their ales 
. os. with 9 trembling ? If indeed, Shag. 
was pro as a motive 10 perſeverance, s, 
755 the ine promiſes are eaſily underſtood; for 
120 perſeverance will then be the evident con- 
our admiſſion to future bliſs, and conſe- 
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fall to the ground; becauſe we may not 
pent, come to Cin, or endure to the end, and 
may 3 of that ſalvation; Which, on theſe 
100s,. we Na bave had ; But, if eternal life 
a e / Ay a motive to encourage à prudent 
perſederance in a 14 courſe of life, theſe and the 
5 is 5s, in 7 hþ me unintelligible : „bob be · 
im th 
Place, 30 an irreſiſtiple, unfruſtrabſe and 
ae working upon z and not upon 
others equall y. 7 9 as is ſup Lee to be the 
caſe here, is contrary to the perfe: tions of Dey: | 
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2 y » Fig, Such 2 conduct is evidently partial; ; What 
can poflibly. be more partial, than the divine being's 
kin g out ſome, fro amidſt the vaſt, number 4 
ping ou creatures, . he will unfruſtrabl 
for eveflaſting falvation, *and.. his leaving 25 
equally deſerving, amor the {ad neceſſity of eter- 
nally periſhing ?” Had the former been Rappoled to 
diftinguiſh themſelves by an honeſt regard to truth, 
or the divine ſertlement” of things, and the latter 
to have intitely neglectecd it, there might have been 
no partiality in treating thein in 'a_very different 
manner; but to ſup ok them qu Hy N 
and yet ſo very dig ently treated, is, in this in- 
ſtance, at leaſt, to pe the divine being, as 
2 n πbw en a 
„ making 


he re ern Ba od iu 0 
== peg era 
"26, Such a 92 would not only. | 
vine being as partial, but it would like. 
repreſent him as highly unjuf and cruel, as leavin 
millions of ſouls under an impoſſibility of obtaini 
 falvation, and under the ſad 51 of —— 
incurring the durable and cx miſery of the fu- 
ture ſtare, notwithſtanding himſelf” brought 
them into being without their » Knowles or con- 
ſent: The divine being, it is allow'd, was under 00 
obligation to make man at all, er, he might juſtly 
have plac'd him in the loweſt rank of the brutal 
creation; but, as he has endowed him with an i in 
telligent nature, and a capacity of enj ever- 
as happineſs, or durable miſery ; The being, 
oſe providence he was plac'd in this ſitua- 
4 without the leaſt knowledge, conſent, or con- 
currence of his own, ſeems oblig'd in juſtice, 
and much more as he is repreſented as a being, 
to put it in each man's power to obtain that ha 
| pn, and avoid that miſery, otherwiſe he wou 
the cruel occaſion of the exquiſite and durable 
miſery of all thoſe, who were brought into 
o_ an abſolute impoſſibility of obtaining the fu- 


r which would be the greateſt of in- 
— 7 N n + 
ſo that if this irreſiſtible, unfruſtrable 
tional operation of the ſpi cn, were ably v ; 
 ceflary to the future happineſs of mankind, all man- 
rope wie being, e f 3 l. d 
divine in of bei to 
his tender mercies being over all the works of his 
hands, would be eie chargeable with the 
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